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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
The League Convention 

The National League of Nursing Education held its twenty- 
seventh annual meeting in Kansas City, Missouri, April 11th through 
the 14th, with additional sessions on the 15th for examining board 
members and those interested in university schools of nursing. "In- 
spiring and profitable" was the characterization given the conven- 
tion at the close of the meetings, and we are sure it must have proved 
so to all who attended. Some of the best sessions had not been 
arranged early enough to be announced in detail in advance, the 
papers were all good, the discussions were full and to the point, the 
round tables were crowded. There was a registered attendance of 
280, but visitors brought up the average attendance to 400. 

At the session on Reorganization, it was decided to adopt Plan II 
of the Revision Committee, thus strengthening the State Leagues. 
It was also decided not to admit lay members at this time. The reor- 
ganization of the League is, however, not yet completed. 

Helen Wood of St. Louis gave a good summary of progress made 
in training school problems and of future needs, as follows : 

Progress : A more general adoption of eight-hour duty for night 
nurses ; greater consideration of the nursing school as an educational 
institution; the more general employment of educational directors; 
the wider use made of hospital helpers. 

Needs : Greater publicity, so that lay people may have a clearer 
idea of our needs and aims ; less stress on shortage of applicants, and 
greater stress on responsibility; better opportunities for superin- 
tendents and students to come together ; a better correlation of theory 
and practice in our schools of nursing; better care of our students 
during illness ; the training of our students not only for the needs of 
their school and hospital, but for the broader field outside. 

The problems connected with training school instructors occupied 
a large portion of the time and thought of those present. It was urged 
that courses for instructors be offered during the third year of train- 
ing as an alternative to the public health courses ; this is done in the 
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University School, Cincinnati. From many persons and in many 
ways came the plea for institutes where nurses who are unable to take 
long courses may yet learn some of the principles which underlie 
good teaching. It was suggested that State Leagues take up the 
question of conducting such institutes during the summer, or that the 
National League establish travelling institutes whereby a good 
teacher could travel from state to state and train instructors. 

Among the problems confronting nurses who are at present fill- 
ing the position of instructors were these : too many superintendents 
fail to realize that an instructor needs time for study and preparation, 
that her time on duty cannot be summed up in terms of hours on duty, 
as is the case with supervisors and head nurses; many instructors 
feel that they have no dignified position in the school and no opportu- 
nity for advancement. In many colleges and high schools, time spent 
in summer study is rewarded by an increase of salary. It was sug- 
gested that such incentives be offered to nurse instructors. An 
institute for instructors was held at Ann Arbor, Michigan, last sum- 
mer and another will be held this summer. 

Mrs. Helen Hoy Greeley, who has been helping the nurses of 
Missouri in their successful fight for a new law, gave one of her illumi- 
nating addresses in which she emphasized the ignorance which exists 
among lay people as to nursing schools and nursing aims, and urged 
us to make lay people, especially women, more conversant with our 
needs and desires. Mrs. Greeley believes our system of training is 
wrong, that training schools for nurses should not be part of a hos- 
pital system any more than law schools are associated with law courts 
or theological schools with churches. In order to conduct our schools 
as separate institutions, we must seek state support and appropria- 
tions or private endowment. We must also work for uniform 
state laws and compulsory registration. We must try to inculcate 
the idea of loyalty to principle rather than loyalty to a personality. 

One session was given to the consideration of courses for training 
attendants, papers being given by superintendents of schools where 
attendants are trained. There seems to be no difficulty in finding good 
candidates for these courses or in giving them a training which makes 
them of great use to the institution they are serving. The problem 
arises after these women have been graduated, for even though they 
have been trained especially for the care of chronic or convalescent 
patients, or for the later weeks of maternity cases, they do not remain 
long in this field. Either they take up private nursing, taking all 
kinds of acute cases for which they are not prepared, or they are 
placed, by members of the medical profession who have not social 
consciences, in operating rooms, in offices, or at the head of hospitals. 



Editorial Comment 597 

The question of providing care at less expense for persons not seri- 
ously ill, remains unsolved. 

At a conference of Red Cross committees, those in attendance 
were told of the need of nurses for the U. S. Public Health Service. 
Miss Minnegerode stated that this service will need 4,000 nurses dur- 
ing the next two years. This is a staggering number to consider, and 
one wonders whether any nurses will be left for other positions, but 
surely we cannot leave the disabled soldiers uncared for, and these 
are the patients for whom nurses are so needed. 

The Navy Nurse Corps, too, has always an invitation open for 
good candidates. Both these services should appeal to those nurses, 
and there are many, who greatly prefer caring for men, rather than 
for women and children. 

In summing up the lessons of the convention, the president, Miss 
Jamme, outlined many of these points and also spoke of the need for 
increased League membership, strong cooperation with our state 
boards, improved housing conditions and social life for students, 
greater use of the Journal for announcements and reports, a unifica- 
tion of all nursing interests and a broader interest in the needs of our 
various communities. 

The president and the treasurer, Anna C. Jamm6 and Bena M. 
Henderson, were reelected. Mrs. Flash did not desire reelection as 
secretary ; she is succeeded by Martha M. Russell of Boulder, Colorado. 

The nurses of Kansas City entertained their guests by giving a 
very delightful banquet and also an automobile ride which, in spite of 
the lowering skies, gave a good idea of the extent of beautiful parks 
and boulevards which the city possesses. 

Those who have been League members for some years, missed 
the familiar faces of most of the early members, those who built up 
the organization and whose advice seemed so needed, always, before 
action could be wisely taken. Yet, with this sense of loneliness, there 
was no lack of confidence in the present workers. The second gen- 
eration of League members are carrying on as earnestly and efficiently 
as their predecessors, while the third generation, those younger 
women whose faces are being seen at these meetings almost for the 
first time, give promise for the future. They are as eager, as en- 
thusiastic, yet as sane and well balanced, as future leaders should be. 
The torch is being handed on, but it is not flickering. 

A Change of Location for National Headquarters 
On April 15th, the offices of our three national nursing associa- 
tions were moved from 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, to the fifteenth 
floor of the Penn Terminal Building, 370 Seventh Avenue, New York. 
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This is a fine new office building, near the Pennsylvania Station. On 
the same floor are the offices of American Social Hygiene Association, 
the National Committee for Mental Hygiene, and the National Tuber- 
culosis Association. On the sixteenth floor are seven other associa- 
tions dealing with problems akin to our own. The organizations on 
the fifteenth floor have certain services in common, such as storage 
space, telephone service, etc., which reduces the individual expense a 
little. It was felt to be a great advantage to have all these associa- 
tions brought together, as there is a constant interchange of messages 
between them and their problems are such as can best be solved to- 
gether. All the League publications formerly handled by the Com- 
mittee on Education, Teachers College, are now in the hands of 
R. Inde Albaugh at Central Headquarters. 

Cornerstone of the Florence Nightingale School Laid 

The cornerstone of the Florence Nightingale School at Bor- 
deaux was laid May 12. A list of the names of the nurses who died 
during the war, to be engraved on the stone, was sent, also a message 
from Miss Noyes, president of the American Nurses' Association, to 
be read on that day. The nurses of America will be delighted to hear 
that at last the construction of the Memorial School of Nursing has 
been started. 

Occasionally we hear of other Memorials that are erected to the 
memory of our deceased nurses, — for example, one to May Taylor, 
who recently died at the Paterson General Hospital, and who had 
served that community long and efficiently as a Red Cross Public 
Health Nurse. In commemoration of this service, the Parent- 
Teachers' Association and the Board of Education will place a memo- 
rial to Miss Taylor in the Clara Barton school, where Miss Barton 
taught years ago. 

A Memorial to Jane A. Delano 

In recognition of the achievements of Jane A. Delano, and of the 
thousands of nurses mobilized by her during the World War, the 
National Committee on Red Cross Nursing has unanimously approved 
the erection of a memorial on the grounds of the American Red Cross 
National Headquarters, as the most fitting tribute to Miss Delano, 
who died at Savenay, France, April 15, 1919. 

The memorial probably will take the form of a marble monu- 
ment, costing approximately $50,000. In the opinion of the National 
Committee, no more appropriate site for the memorial could be 
selected than beside the Red Cross building, which was erected as a 
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memorial to the work of the heroic women of the North and South in 
the Civil War. 

Sophia F. Palmer was, until her death, chairman of the Com- 
mittee to consider the selection of such a memorial and it was, we 
believe, her suggestion that the memorial should be a statue, rather 
than a scholarship. She felt that if the beautiful picture of Miss 
Delano, in Red Cross cap and cape, could be reproduced in marble, 
it would stand for generations as a symbol of the Red Cross nurse, 
long after Miss Delano's name and work had become only a memory. 

Funds for the erection of the Delano memorial will be raised by 
popular subscription through a national committee and through local 
committees, yet to be appointed. 

Recruiting 

This is the time of year when all our organizations should be 
active in recruiting campaigns. The material furnished by the Red 
Cross can be ordered in large quantities and used to good effect. In 
San Diego, California, every high school graduate is being sent a 
copy of the good little leaflet, — A Challenge to the Young Women of 
America. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, the training schools are uniting in a vigor- 
ous joint campaign, outlined in our news pages, — and by means of 
posters, movies, newspaper publicity, and in many other ways, are 
inviting young women to enter our ranks. 

Let us not forget the warning given at Kansas City, that con- 
tinual talk of shortage of applicants is having a depressing effect and 
that we had better make our plea on the ground of opportunity for 
service, — the most satisfying service one can give. 

Progress of State Registration 

Indiana: The new bill for state registration has passed and has 
the governor's approval. We have not yet seen a copy. 

Missouri: The licensing bill for which the nurses of the state 
have worked so valiantly, was finally signed by the governor after 
an interval of suspense and anxiety. The text of the bill is given 
under Nursing News in this issue and should be carefully studied by 
all those having legislation in mind, as it is our first licensing bill. 

Utah: In this state, on April 1st, all departments of registration 
were grouped under one administration, as is the case in Illinois. 
Ten boards are thus brought together. The danger in the arrange- 
ment lies in the fact that the appointments may become political, as 
members of examining boards are not appointed for a term of years, 
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as was formerly the case. The director of the Department of Regis- 
tration is charged with the enforcement of the act and has the power 
to set standards, upon the written recommendation of examining 
boards or committees whom he has the power to appoint, with the 
approval of the governor. We have not yet learned the personnel of 
the new examining board. 

Tennessee: This record should not be classed under the title, — 
Progress, but rather, Retrogression. The present law is very poor. 
The State Association worked hard to get a new and better one, and 
were successful in getting the bill passed in the House, but it was re- 
jected in the Senate, its chief opponent being the one woman senator. 

Who's Who in the Nursing World 

Several requests have come to us for a Who's Who in the Journal. 
Superintendents of nurses and instructors wish some definite data for 
their classes and it is also desirable that authentic information con- 
cerning the workers in our profession should be available to every 
one, to recent graduates, not yet familiar with the various nursing 
activities, and to those in isolated places who are not meeting their 
fellow workers. 

We cannot devote a whole department to this subject, for there 
is danger that the Journal may become a periodical of departments, 
only, if we increase them, — but we can tuck in the Who's Who in any 
spare corner, and by indexing the names given under this heading, it 
will be easy later to find the little biography desired. 

Will our readers help us by sending to us lists of names which 
they would like to have included? We shall then send an outline of 
the information desired to the person, asking her to fill it out, so that 
all will be in the same general order. 



THE NEW ENGLAND NURSES' CONVENTION 
It was our good fortune to be present at the second convention held by the 
New England Nurses' Association, in Concord, New Hampshire, for three days 
in May. The beautiful surroundings, the perfect weather, the variety in the 
programme, the excellence of the papers, all combined to make it one of the 
pleasantest of gatherings. All the leading lines of nursing work were included 
and all were earnestly and helpfully discussed. There were enough of the more 
experienced New England women present to be an inspiration to the many who 
were attending such meetings for the first time. Miss Riddle, Miss Hills, Miss 
Ross, Miss Ayres, Miss Hollingsworth, Miss Redfern, were among our own 
speakers who set a high standard of work before us, while it was an unexpected 
pleasure to hear such men as Dr. Bancroft and Dr. Drury of Concord, and Dr. 
Stearns of Massachusetts. The members voted to invite the American Nurses' 
Association to meet in Boston in 1924. We hope to give several of the papers 
presented, in the Journal, so that our readers may share the inspiration of this 
gathering. 



